Spring Creek / Bayles Lake Watershed Information
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Resource Conservationist, Iroquois County Soil and Water Conservation District.
Iroquois County SWCD is a member of the National Association of Conservation
Districts. Nationally, they represent state Soil and Water Conservation Districts and work
with the Federal Government to push conservation and "wise use" of land. Locally, there
is a Soil and Water Conservation District for almost every Illinois county.
Resource Conservationists handle technical issues, using programs and information to
help control soil and water pollution along with establishing wildlife habitat and native
plants (from trees to prairie grasses and wildflowers).
Watershed
If you include the entire original watershed pre-lake construction, our best shot at
watershed acreage would be approximately 7,375 acres.
However, water north of 200N road now drains to a straightened Spring Creek ditch on
the east side of the lake. This would remove approximately 437 acres from Sections 20
and 21.
Therefore, post Bayles Lake construction - watershed acreage would be approximately
6,938 acres or approximately 2,213 acres from Ford County and 4,725 acres from
Iroquois County.
The Spring Creek / Bayles Lake Watershed is under the jurisdiction of US Army Corp of
Engineers – Rock Island District because Spring Creek flows to the Iroquois River, which
flows to the Kankakee River, which flows to the Illinois River.
Spring Creek
Spring Creek begins southeast of the Village of Loda. The Spring Creek basin and
drainage area is the footprint that engineers and developers used for the creation of
Bayles Lake. If you scroll down you will find a 1940 and 1961 aerial survey photo of the
Spring Creek and Bayles Lake area as well a watershed drainage map and topographical
maps.
Spring Creek begins in the northeast quarter of Section 2 of Button Township in Ford
County. Take the Ford-Iroquois county line road east of US 45 to 2300E Rd and turn
south. Go past the lane to the homestead on the left hand side (east side) of the road. Just
south of the lane on the right hand side (west side) is a grass waterway. That is the
beginning of Spring Creek.

There is some drainage from the section on the east side of the road (Section 1 Button
Twp. T23N-R10E) that should come under 2300E Rd through a culvert or by
underground drainage tile. About 1/3 of Section 1 of Button Twp. drains into Spring
Creek, almost all of the rest of Section 1 drains northeast into Pigeon Creek, which heads
to Cissna Park.
This area, in Ford County, lies at the very top of the Iroquois River watershed. The
highest elevation we could find is about 797 feet (in the SW quarter of Section 33 and on
a homesite in Section 34 on the county line). On the southeast corner of Bayles Lake
where the Spring Creek ditch turns straight north, the elevation is almost 745 feet.
The soils of the watershed are silty clays. Surface runoff is common from these soils as
they are not very permeable. Most soils are either somewhat poorly drained or poorly
drained. The clays tend to hold moisture and not let it go so easily.
Parts of Ford County that drain into Bayles Lake:
Section 5 Patton Twp.: where American Street crosses over I-57 north of Paxton, at the
top of the overpass, the elevation is 810 feet. The highest elevation on ground level is
about 793-794 ft.
Section 4 Patton Twp.: NW corner of Sec 4 is 2000E Rd & County Line, roughly 1/3
mile east of U.S.45, approx. 800 feet in the south-central part of section 4 on the
watershed divide
Section 3 Patton Twp.: around 794-795 feet, in the SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4, on the
watershed divide
Section 10 Patton Twp.: again, 794-795 feet, on watershed divide in NE 1/4
Section 2 Button Twp.: (NW corner of Sec 2 is the intersection of county line and 2200E
Rd) around 794-795 feet, in the southeast 1/4 (but not on the watershed divide)
Section 11 Button Twp.: (Next section south of Sec 2) -- 794 or 795 feet, on the
watershed divide
Section 1 Button Twp.: 795 feet, on the drainage divide in the SW 1/4 of SW 1/4
So, according to our determinations, the highest elevation in the watershed is in Section
33 of Loda Twp. almost 1/4 mile east of 2200E Rd (Ford Co.) and the county line (or
about 1/2 mile east of US 45 on the north side of the county line road). Should be right
around 800 feet.
If you go to www.terraserverusa and then type in Loda (city) and Illinois (State) you can,
by zooming in and out of this area and see the topographical map and aerial photo.

The Bayles Lake Watershed Drainage area is primarily south and southeast of the Village
of Loda. You can follow the gold and blue lines to see the watershed. The straight line
towards the bottom of the page is the Ford-Iroquois County Line. The remaining blue
lines represent other watershed districts not related to Bayles Lake. Zoom in a little bit.

Topographical map looking south of Bayles Lake, blue line represents watershed line.
Zoom in a little bit.

Topographical map looking southeast of Bayles Lake. Zoom in a little bit.

Topographical map looking southeast of Bayles Lake, it is a little hard to follow but you
can see a light line that represents the watershed line. You should be able to find the
Ford-Iroquois County line as well as the origin of Spring Creek. Zoom in a little bit.

1940 aerial survey of area for proposed Bayles Lake. Pre-construction. Note how Spring
Creek winds through the pasture/wooded area west of Loda. Zoom in a little bit.

1961 aerial photo. Bayles Lake has been built. Note that I-57 not even in the preliminary
building phase yet and that Lake Iroquois had not been built either. Do take note of how
Spring Creek was channelized into the southeast corner of the Lake but not channelized
straight north and south just yet on the east side of Bayles Lake (note that it resumes its'
1940 course north of the north dam/levee). Zoom in a little bit.

